Family Support 360: Response to Hurricane Katrina 

On behalf of the all the staff at ADD and BETAH, please know that our hearts and prayers continue to go out to the many children, individuals and families in the Gulf States who were affected by the devastation of hurricane Katrina. In the months and years ahead, it will be particularly challenging for individuals with disabilities and families caring for a family member with developmental disabilities to navigate the requirements of temporary shelters, gain access to accessible housing, medical care and other family support centered services. In the spirit of the Family Support 360 Initiative, it is imperative that we continue to combine our efforts to support families displaced by the hurricane. We can all make a difference by offering any known links to family support services and other community resources that can help families recover and regain what they loss in order to stay together. 

Below are several useful links available to your Family Support One-Stop Center and the families you serve:

Link to ADD’s homepage for information and resources related to hurricane Katrina:

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/add/resources/hurricanekatrina.html   

Katrina-disability specific Websites:
*http://www.katrinadisability.info/
*http://www.disabilitypreparedness.org/katrina_inf.htm
*http://www.ilru.org/html/whatsnew/announcements/katrina.html
If you know of any other hurricane relief resource links that you think are particularly helpful to families of individuals with developmental disabilities, please forward those links to Peggy Stevenson at pstevenson@betah.com.  If your State is receiving families and individuals who were impacted by Hurricane Katrina and you are able to connect them to community services, please send an e-mail to Ophelia McLain at OMcLain@acf.hhs.gov.  Thank you for continuing to assist families and individuals with disabilities during these challenging times! 

