ACCESSIBILITY CHECKLIST
Grab a tape measure, chalk, pencil, line level (to measure slopes), fish scale (to determine door pressure), and of course this checklist and head to your location. This will help determine how accessible the building is and what improvements are needed and where. _______________________________________________________________________
The following questions may help you to address some basic accessibility barriers.

Basic Accessibility Awareness
__ • Are printed materials available in large print? (16 point font is considered large    

        print.)
__ • Are printed materials also available in Braille?
__ • Is the meeting site free of background noise?
______________________________________________________________________

The following questions may help you to address some of those basic facility barriers.

Basic Facility Awareness
__ • Is there a ramp or other entrance into the building that does not require steps? 
__ • Is the carpet no more than 1/2" thick?
__ • Is there visual and auditory fire alarm control 48" from the floor?
__ • Is there a basic plan of evacuation for persons in wheelchairs, those who are blind, or 
        those with any mental disability who would need assistance in an emergency?
__ • Is special seating available with the seat 19" from the floor, armrests, a foot stool, 
        and extra wide leg room?
__ • Are walks of a continuing common surface not interrupted by steps?
______________________________________________________________________

Use these questions to determine whether your parking facility is accessible.

Parking/Parking Lot
__ • Is there adequate handicapped parking nearby building entrances?
__ • Are the accessible parking spaces clearly marked?
__ • a) Are the spaces at least 8' wide with a 5' access aisle?
__ • b) Is at least one in every eight accessible spaces (if less than eight, then at least one) 
            available for lift-equipped vans 8' wide with an 8' access aisle and 98" of vertical   

            clearance?
__ • Is it easy to reach the building from public transportation?
__ • Is it possible to get from a parked car to any area in the building without going up or 
        down a step or steps?
__ • Are the slopes of walks less than or equal to a 1' rise in 12' and a width of no less 
        than 48"?
__ • Do walks have a level platform — the top should be 5' x 5' if the door swings out 
        onto the platform or toward the walk?
__ • Does the platform extend at least 1' beyond each side of the doorway?

_______________________________________________________________________

Please use the below questions to help determine whether or not your facility is in need of ramps and/or curb cuts.

Ramps/Curb Cuts
__ • Do curb cuts have a slope less than or equal to a 1' rise in 12' and a width of no less 
        than 36"?
__ • Do ramps have a slope less than or equal to a 1' rise in 12' and a width of no less than 
        36"?
__ • Do ramps have handrails on both sides?
__ • a) Are handrails 32" above the surface of the ramp?
__ • b) Do handrails extend 1' beyond the top and bottom of the ramp?
__ • Are floors on each story at a common level or connected by a ramp?


______________________________________________________________________


By answering the questions below, you may be able to determine whether or not your meeting entrance is as accessible as it should be.

Doors, Doorways, Entrances, and Exits
__ • Does the facility have automatic doors?
__ • Can manual doors either be opened electrically by the push of a button or do they 
        have lever handles or push bars which require a single effort?
__ • a) Can doors be opened by exerting 5 lbs. of pressure or less?
__ • Do doors have a clear opening of 36" or more?
__ • Is there a 5' diameter or T-shape of clear space to make turns?
__ • Are doors operable by a single effort? (Note: Double doors are not satisfactory 
        unless they operate by a single effort and one of the two doors meets the 36" width 
        requirement.)
__ • Is at least one primary entrance to each building usable by individuals in 
        wheelchairs? (It is preferable that all or most entrances and exits be accessible to, 
        and usable by, individuals in wheelchairs or persons who are otherwise disabled.)
__ • Are corridors at least 42" wide with passing spaces of 60"?
__ • Are objects that protrude more than 4" off a wall no higher than 27" from the 
        ground?
__ • Is there no more than a 1/4" rise at the threshold of the door — if beveled edge, no 
        more than 3/4"?

_______________________________________________________________________


Use these questions to find out if more specific accessibility barriers are affecting your attendance.

Meeting Locale
__ • Is the path of travel between furniture, etc., at least 36" wide? (42" is preferred)
__ • When sitting at a table is required, is there at least 27" clearance on the underside?

_______________________________________________________________________
 

As a guide, use the below checklist to review the accessibility of your restrooms.

Restrooms
__ • Are entrances and doors at least 36" wide?
__ • Is there at least one bathroom stall that...
__ • a) is at least 36" wide? (42" is preferred)
__ • b) has a 48" clear depth from the door to the front of the commode?
__ • c) has a door that is at least 32" wide and swings out? (36" is preferred)
__ • d) has grab bars on at least one side and one in the back which meet specifications?
__ • e) has a commode with the seat 17" to 19" from the floor?
__ • f) has a turning space of 5' x 5'?
__ • Is there at least one accessible bathroom stall provided on each floor?
__ • Does the sink have 29" of clearance from the floor to the bottom of the sink?
__ • a) Are there lever-type faucet controls?
__ • Are the towel dispensers, soap dispensers, mirrors, and hand dryers no higher than 
        40" from the floor?
__ • Do the markings on the doors have access symbols, gender symbols, Braille, and 
        letters?

_______________________________________________________________________

These questions below may help you in designing a disability-friendly water fountain.

Water Fountains
__ • Are at least half of the water fountains accessible?
__ • Is the spout no more than 36" from the floor?
__ • Are they easily operated by users in wheelchairs?
__ • Are a supply of water cups mounted next to the water fountains?
__ • Is there at least one water fountain on each floor that is usable and accessible by 
        persons who are physically disabled?

_______________________________________________________________________

Compare the checklist below to what is already available in your church.

Telephones
__ • Is there easy access to a telephone for someone in a wheelchair?
__ • Is there at least one phone with the top of the controls no more than 48" high from 
        the floor with a knee clearance of at least 27"?
__ • Is there at least one hearing aid compatible phone that has volume 
       control/amplification?
__ • Is there a TTY phone available?
__ • a) Are volunteers/staff trained to use this?

_______________________________________________________________________


Elevators, Lifts, and Stairs
__ • Are there slightly raised abrasive strips on top steps to warn people with limited 
        sight where stairs begin?
__ • Do stairs have handrails on both sides 32" above the step?
__ • a) Do the handrails extend 1' beyond the top and bottom of the stairs?
__ • Is an elevator or chair lift available to insure access to the sanctuary and all program 
        areas?
__ • a) Are the controls placed 54" or less from the floor, reachable from a wheelchair?
__ • b) Is there Braille on the control panels?
__ • c) Is there a handrail on at least one side 32" from the floor?
__ • d) Is the cab large enough for someone in a wheelchair to enter, turn around, reach 
            the controls, and exit?
__ • e) Is the door at least 36" wide?
__ • f) Is there an emergency intercom identified by Braille and usable without voice 
           communication?

Adapted from Joni & Friends’ Checklist, http://ww2.joniandfriends.org/
