Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) Family Story

John is a legal immigrant with a wife and two children. John and his wife, Jane, had their first child in China and their second in the CNMI. Their second child, Brian, was born several months prematurely. He had a hole in his heart and permanent hearing loss caused by underdevelopment of the right ear. After a few years of working and living in the CNMI as a family, Jane’s work contract expired and was not renewed. She had to relocate back to China with their eldest child, Jaime. John and Brian remained in the CNMI hoping to receive the appropriate services and assistance for Brian.
John struggles daily while he attempts to care for Brian, maintain employment, and support Jane and Jaime in China. While at work, he depends on neighbors and friends to care for his son. For several years John attempted without success to receive assistance from service providers for Brian. He was then referred to the Family Hope Center by another client of the program. After visiting the Center, John was able to establish a family support plan. Within a couple of weeks, Brian was eligible for subsidized day care services and Medicaid. Without the assistance of the One-Stop Center, it would have been incredibly difficult for John to maintain employment and continue living in the CNMI.

