
EmergencyEmergency 
PP reepapa PPr ednessednessepaeparrednessedness 
Belongs toBelongs to Everyone Everyone

Suggestions on BehalfSuggestions on Behalf ofof 
I dI dnn iivviidduaualls ws wiitthh   DD ll tt llII didi idid ll ithith DDeveevellopmenopmenttaall   
DisabilitiesDisabilities 

Events that Have Placed EmergencyEvents that Have Placed Emergency 
Preparedness &Preparedness & Disabilities onDisabilities on the the
Front BurnerFront Burner 

�� 9/119/11 
�� Hurricanes Hurricanes Katrina, Gustav, IkeKatrina, Gustav, Ike 
�� Katrina Aid today initiativeKatrina Aid today initiative 

HHS/DHSHHS/DHS c�� HHS/DHSHHS/DHS   conference onferenceconference conference  ssummer ummer  20062006summersummer 20062006 
�� Targeted CapabilitiesTargeted Capabilities Work GroupsWork Groups 
�� State level initiativesState level initiatives 



TreatmentTreatment ofof Individuals with Individuals with
DevelopmentDevelopmentaal Disabilities: l Disabilities:
Analysis Post-Analysis Post-KatrinaKatrina 

�� SaveSave  anage individuals withwithSave  andand  mmanage individuals��	 Save andand managemanage   individualsindividuals   withwith   
developmental disabilitiesdevelopmental disabilities 

��	 Their individualTheir individual preferences not necessarilypreferences not necessarily 
consideredconsidered 

��	 Opportunities to contribute in planning,Opportunities to contribute in planning, 
responseresponse , , and and rrresponse   ecovery ecovery  aactivities ctivitiesresponse and and recovery recovery activitiesactivities   bbyybyby   
individuals withindividuals with developmental disabilitiesdevelopmental disabilities 
episodic andepisodic and extremely extremely limitedlimited 

What Needs to HappenWhat Needs to Happen 

�� PersonalPersonal��   education education  aandnd   responsibilityresponsibilityPersonalPersonal educationeducation andand responsibilityresponsibility 
�� Participation in neighborhood activitiesParticipation in neighborhood activities 
�� Participation in community activitiesParticipation in community activities 
�� Representation on Representation on community-community-level level

planningplanning planningplanning   groupsgroupsgroupsgroups 
�� Participation and representation at theParticipation and representation at the 

State levelState level 



Neighborhood Ideas Neighborhood Ideas thatthat 
Can GrowCan Grow 
�� FindFind�� FindFind   lists listslists  andand and and  sshareharelists share share
�� Have meetings to Have meetings to brainstormbrainstorm 
�� Make “go Make “go kits” kits”
�� Make Make up contact numbersup contact numbers to carryto carry 

WhatWhat  dodo   youyou   needneed   toto   staystay   atat home��   homeWhat What dodo youyou needneed toto staystay atat homehome 
�� How do we help each otherHow do we help each other 

Community PreparednessCommunity Preparedness 

��	 Influence notification Influence notification proceduresprocedures 
��	 Influence “locate”Influence “locate” process process
��	 Checkout Checkout shelters, shelters, find out aboutfind out about needed needed stuff and stuff and putput nearnear 

or inor in shelters shelters inin advance advance
��	 Identify volunteers Identify volunteers to help out to help out in in sheltersshelters 
��	 Help design formsHelp design forms thatthat makemake sense sense
��	 KnowKnow who to call for who to call for whatwhat 
��	 Take Take neighborhood ideas toneighborhood ideas to communitycommunity planningplanning meetingsmeetings 
����	 Expect/requestExpect/requestExpect/request Expect/request  public public  educationeducation   aand nd  awarenessawareness   aactivitiesctivities

Get everyone involved 
publicpublic educationeducation and awarenessawareness activitiesactivities 

�� Get everyone involved
and 



State LevelState Level 

��	 Share Share
ff

guidelines on plain language [use a “Google”guidelines on plain language [use a “Google” search search for a ton for a ton
ooff resourcesresources –– www.googwww.googlllle.e.ccoomm]]]]

��	 Appoint individualsAppoint individuals with with developmdevelopmental disabilitiesental disabilities to to planningplanning
committees andcommittees and advisoryadvisory boardsboards 

��	 UseUse individuals with developmental individuals with developmental didisabilities sabilities during a disaster asduring a disaster as
advisors, advocates,advisors, advocates, mentors, and helpersmentors, and helpers 

��	 Maintain upMaintain up--toto--datedate information on where resources information on where resources are locatedare located 
�� Maintain upMaintain up--toto--dadate directories te directories
��	 Encourage Encourage andand sponsor drillssponsor drills on a regular basis on a regular basis
��	 Develop and sustainDevelop and sustain 

kk hh tt tt dd dd
a public a public

hh t t
awareness campaign thatawareness campaign that lets peoplelets people

kknonow ww whhaat t  o ff hh lltto ddo ano andd wwhhereere tto go o go ffor or hheellpp 
��	 EncourageEncourage andand support a decentralized,support a decentralized, but connected, web ofbut connected, web of 

supportsupport that that begins at the neighborhood levelbegins at the neighborhood level and expands to theand expands to the 
state state

��	 TakeTake a functionala functional approachapproach to heto helping, lping, based on universalbased on universal design design

Functional Approach toFunctional Approach to Preparing Preparing
for and Helping People Based onfor and Helping People Based on 
Universal DesignUniversal Design 
�� AskAsk qqqquestions that allowuestions that allow yyyyou to makeou to make decisionsdecisions 
�� Ask the person the questionsAsk the person the questions 
�� Ask questions only onceAsk questions only once 
�� Keep people whereKeep people where they they land with land with people theypeople they

knowknow 
�� Create aCreate a routine routine
�� Give lots of updatesGive lots of updates 

GiGive peopve peopll thi t�  d� GiGi lle somee somethithithinng  t d ithith tthhg ttoo ddo wo withith  ththeeii titiiirr titimeme
�� Connect people withConnect people with othersothers who can help them planwho can help them plan

and decide what they wand decide what they will do when they leave ill do when they leave
�� Mobilize resourcesMobilize resources toto secusecure what peoplere what people expect expect



Last WordLast Word 

�� Individuals Individuals IndividualsIndividuals  wwwithwith ith ith  dddevelopmentaldevelopmental evelopmental evelopmental  disabilities disabilitiesdisabilitiesdisabilities   dddeservedeserve eserveeserve  
and expect what all ofand expect what all of us deserve and expect us deserve and expect ––

�� To beTo be includedincluded 
�� To be To be heard heard
�� To influenceTo influence 
�� To help To help
�� ToTo knowknow whatwhat s s hhappeningappening�� ToTo   knowknow   whatwhat ’’ss   happeninghappening 
�� To To know what toknow what to do do
In planning for and responding to disastersIn planning for and responding to disasters inin 

communitiescommunities 

Resources:Resources: FederalFederal 

ADDADDADDADD 
�� Emergency preparednessEmergency preparedness is is an an

ongoing process. ongoing process. Please check ADD’sPlease check ADD’s 
website website frequently for updatedfrequently for updated links.links. 
www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/addwww.acf.hhs.gov/programs/add. .
EmergencyEmergency  MManagement anagement  CConferenceonference�� EmergencyEmergency ManagementManagement ConferenceConference   
web site:web site:  http://www.add-http://www.add-emem--
conf.comconf.com
 



Resources:Resources: FederalFederal 

Department ofDepartment of HomelandHomeland Security Security

��	 Disability Disability Preparedness Resource Center:Preparedness Resource Center:
http://www.disabilitypreparedness.gov/ http://www.disabilitypreparedness.gov/

��	 Interagency CoordinatingInteragency Coordinating   Council on EmergencyCouncil on Emergency
Preparedness and IndividualPreparedness and Individuals with s with Disabilities (ICC)Disabilities (ICC) 
– – IICC Website CC Website

http://www.dhs.gov/xprepresp/commihttp://www.dhs.gov/xprepresp/committees/editottees/edito
rrii iiaall 0591 0591 hthtll__05910591.s.shthtmm 

�� FEMA Disability Preparedness InformationFEMA Disability Preparedness Information
http://www.disabilitypreparedness.gov/ http://www.disabilitypreparedness.gov/

Resources:Resources: FederalFederal 

National National Council on Disability Council on Disability

��	 SavingSaving Lives: Lives: Including Including PeoPeopple with Disabilitiesle with Disabilities in Emergencyin Emergency
PlanningPlanning
http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/pubhttp://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publicatilications/2005/savons/2005/saviing_livesng_lives.htm.htm 

Department of JusticeDepartment of Justice 

��	 AnAn ADA GuideADA Guide fofor r LoLocal cal GoGovernments: Making Covernments: Making Communitymmunity
Emergency Emergency Preparedness andPreparedness and Response Programs AccessibleResponse Programs Accessible to to
PPPP eopeopllll e we with ithithith   DiDiDDii sasabilitibilitibbilitiilitieess 
http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/adahttp://www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada//emeremergencyprepgencyprep..htm htm

�� AA Report on Report on Special NeedsSpecial Needs Issues,Issues, Efforts and Efforts and LessonsLessons 
LearnedLearned http://www.eadassociates.com/Shttp://www.eadassociates.com/SNrepNreport-ort-drdr1391391.doc1.doc



Resources:Resources: NationalNational 
OrganizationsOrganizations 
�� Emergency EmergencyEmergencyEmergency   PPreparedness PreparednessPreparednessreparedness   II

National Organization 
Initiativenitiative nitiative  ooff   tthehe 

National Organization
Initiative ofof thethe  

on on DisabilityDisability 
��	 Emergency Preparedness Initiative Guide for Emergency Preparedness Initiative Guide for

Emergency Managers, Planners and Responders Emergency Managers, Planners and Responders
http://www.nod.org/resources/PDFs/epiguide20http://www.nod.org/resources/PDFs/epiguide200055..ppddf f

��	 Report on SpecialReport on Special NeedNeeds Assessment fors Assessment for Katrina Katrina
Evacuees (SNAKE) ProjectEvacuees (SNAKE) Project 
http://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fuseactionhttp://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fuseaction==feature.showFeature&Feafeature.showFeature&Feahttp://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fusehttp://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fuse
tureID=1588&C:tureID=1588&C:\\CFusionMCFusionMX7\X7\verityverity\

actionaction 
\DataData\\dummy.txtdummy.txt 

feature.showFeature&Feafeature.showFeature&Fea 

�� SABE: SABE: www.sabeusa.org www.sabeusa.org [Self[Self--Advocates Becoming Advocates Becoming
Empowered]Empowered] 

Resources:Resources: NationalNational 
OrganizationsOrganizations 
AARPAARPAARPAARP 
��	 WeWe Can Do Better: Lessons Learned forCan Do Better: Lessons Learned for 

Protecting Protecting Older Persons in DisastersOlder Persons in Disasters 
(Summary)(Summary)
http://add-http://add-emem--conf.com/confdocs/AARP_conf.com/confdocs/AARP_summasummaryry--
doing_better-doing_better-seniors_seniors_aanndd_d_disasters_20isasters_2006.p06.pddff


�� WeWe Can Can DDo o BBetter:etter: Lessons Lessons Learned Learned fforor��	 
ProtectingProtecting 
WeWe   CanCan   DoDo   Better: Better:  

Older Persons in Disasters (FullOlder Persons in Disasters (Full
LessonsLessons   LearnedLearned   forfor   

Report)Report)
http://addhttp://add--emem--conf.com/confdocs/AARP_conf.com/confdocs/AARP_full_reportfull_report--
doing_betterdoing_better--seniors_seniors_aanndd_d_disasters_20isasters_2006.p06.pddff




Resources: Resources: StateState 

NewNew York City Regional Office of Mental York City Regional Office of Mental
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities Retardation and Developmental Disabilities

�� 99--11 Experience11 Experience
http://www.eadassociateshttp://www.eadassociates.com/NYCReport4_20_05_Harget .com/NYCReport4_20_05_Harget
t.doc t.doc

The CaliforniaThe California State Independent LivingState Independent Living CenterCenter 
TheThe  IImpactmpact   ooff 2003 2003 Wildfires Wildfires oonn PPeopleeople wwithith�� TheThe ImpactImpact ofof   20032003   WildfiresWildfires   onon   PeoplePeople   withwith   
Disabilities,Disabilities, April 1, 2004 April 1, 2004
http:/http:///www.eadassowww.eadassociates.cociates.comm//wwildfires.doildfires.doc c

Resources:Resources: Other Other

��	 
R l
Homeland Protection Professional 
R l
Homeland Protection Professional

ee aat dt dee   A  Arrttii ll
– – Special NeedsSpecial Needs

RR ll tt dd AA titicclleses 
��	 Special People, Special People, Special Special Care, Care, March 2006,March 2006, byby Lisa Gibney,Lisa Gibney,

Robyn Reese,Robyn Reese, NedNed WrightWright
http://addhttp://add--emem--
conf.com/confdocs/spconf.com/confdocs/special_people_ecial_people_special_care.pdfspecial_care.pdf


��	 Are We Prepared Are We Prepared forfor thethe Cost ofCost of Preparedness, Preparedness, April April 2006, 2006, byby
Elizabeth DavisElizabeth Davis 
http://addhttp://add--emem--
conf.comconf.com////confdocsconfdocs////PrPreepppparearedd____forfor____thethe____costcost____ofof___p_p
d

pprerepppparedness.aredness.pp
dff 

pp

��	 Special ProductsSpecial Products Section, AprilSection, April 20062006
http://addhttp://add--emem--conf.com/confdocs/Spconf.com/confdocs/Spec_Proec_Prod_d_SectioSection.pdn.pdf f



Resources:Resources: Other Other

Other Other
��	 Tips For First Responders In AssistingTips For First Responders In Assisting

Persons With Disability:Persons With Disability:
http://cdd.unm.edu/products/tips_web020205.pdf http://cdd.unm.edu/products/tips_web020205.pdf

��	 Connecticut DD Network:Connecticut DD Network: Guide for Guide for
Including People with Disabilities in DisasterIncluding People with Disabilities in Disaster
Preparedness Planning:Preparedness Planning:
http://www.ct.gov/ctcdd/libhttp://www.ct.gov/ctcdd/lib/ctcdd/Guide_final.pdf /ctcdd/Guide_final.pdf

��	 IAEM BulletinsIAEM Bulletins featurinfeaturingg Special NeedsSpecial Needs
articles articles

��	 http://www.eadassociates.com/resources.html#gpub http://www.eadassociates.com/resources.html#gpub

Contact Information Contact Information

�� Patricia Patricia	 Patricia Patricia  A A�� AA. . MMorrissey orrissey, PPh h DDMorrisseyMorrissey, PhPh..DD.. 
–– CCommissioner ommissioner
–– Administration on Developmental Administration on Developmental

DisabilitiesDisabilities 
�� AdministrationAdministration for Children and Familiesfor Children and Families 

U SU S.. . . DDeparepartt  menmentt ff HH lltthh d Hd H SS ii– – UU SS DD tt tt ooff   HHeaealthlth anandd  HHumanuman SServerviices ces

–– patricia.morrissey@acf.hhs.govpatricia.morrissey@acf.hhs.gov 
–– (202) 690(202) 690--65906590


