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PRESS RELEASE: August 7, 2006

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jamie Schlachter, Tracee Rockow, or Lilliam Post (608) 261-9139
Food, Fun and Family was the theme at Family Support 360’s picnic held on Thursday, August 3, 2006 at McKee Farms Park in Fitchburg.  Sixty children, adults, and staff in attendance at the picnic enjoyed a banquet of grilled hot dogs and hamburgers, homemade ice-cream along with the summer’s best offering of fruits and vegetables.  Additionally, we are proud to announce that all of the families served by the project also received backpacks filled with required school supplies for Back-to-school.
Thirty four children chose from an assortment of backpacks accompanied with bags filled with starter school supplies such as scissors, pencil erasers, pencils, glue sticks, colored markers and pencils, two-pocket folders, composition books, notebooks, handwipes and much more to provide them with a good start for the upcoming 2006-2007 school year at their respective schools in the Madison area.
Family Support 360 is a 5-year project funded by the Administration on Developmental Disabilities and is a collaboration with the Exchange Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse, the Waisman Center, Dane County Human Services, and the Department of Health & Family Services.  To be eligible for Family Support 360 comprehensive services, a family must reside in the Madison area and have a child with a developmental disability.  A developmental disability is a condition that limits a child’s ability in at least three areas of major life activity, including: communication, learning, mobility, self-care, self-direction, capacity for independent living, and economic self-sufficiency.  There is no charge for our services.

Family Support 360 has a resource center located within the Center Coordinating Office, suite 102 at South Madison Health & Family Center-Harambee, 2202 S. Park St. and is staffed with Service Coordinators that are available to assist families, health care providers, social workers and educators who may need assistance navigating supports and services for children with disabilities in the Madison area.  

Family Support 360 also conducts free educational opportunities on various disability related topics.  Our next event is scheduled for Thursday, September 28, 2006.  A panel discussion on Becoming a Partner with Your Child’s School Team is the topic. Child care, transportation and a meal will be provided for this event.  For more information on our upcoming events or to learn more about the project and how to access our services, please call 261-9139.
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