Minnesota Family Story
Mr. Wilson, a 26-year-old African-American homeless man, came into the Jordan New Life Family Service Center seeking assistance with employment and housing opportunities. He was referred to the job training program but experienced difficulty with attendance and maintaining focus. Some concerns were raised by job trainers regarding his mental capacity. After hearing these concerns and witnessing Mr. Wilson’s failure to complete the job training program, navigators were able to coordinate a neuropsychiatric exam with the Brain Injury Association of Minnesota. It was concluded that he suffers from attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, as well as other mental health issues and cognitive delays. All of these factors impacted Mr. Wilson’s ability to work successfully. 

Mr. Wilson is now in a long-term transitional housing facility that will allow him to stay for at least 1 year while he is acquiring the resources necessary to pay for housing. He was denied Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), but he has a lawyer who is working on an appeal. The lawyer expects that Mr. Wilson will be granted SSDI as a result. Mr. Wilson continues to have a great deal of support from staff at both the One-Stop Center and the Brain Injury Association of Minnesota.
