New Hampshire Family Story
“Raf is driving?!” I asked to be sure I heard his mother right. This is the biggest part of the dream! I am as excited as if he were my own son. All three of Raf’s wishes have been realized! 

Last Spring Raf and I did a PATH together. While I was enthusiastic about doing a PATH with someone, I was skeptical about how useful it would be for Raf and his family. Dreaming is the easy part, but how many dreams go unrealized, for all of us?

We rolled out the paper and taped it up on Raf’s bedroom wall, picked out the magic markers, and began. Raf’s first dream was to learn to drive. He picked his favorite matchbox car as a model, and together we drew it, with Raf in the driver’s seat, smiling and waving. Also in the vision circle was a drawing of Raf at work, and one of Raf with a special girl, connected with a heart. Raf’s first choice for jobs was working with cars. His mom suggested working at a car wash. With support from Under One Roof, they made it happen. Dave, the owner of the Peterborough Car Wash and President of the Peterborough Chamber of Commerce, is a natural and positive support for Raf. 

Raf is a junior at ConVal High School, where he feels welcomed and right at home. Last year he enthusiastically reported to me that he had a girlfriend. They listen to music, have pizza, and take walks together. 

Raf’s mom supports and honors Raf’s dreams while modeling resourcefulness and advocacy. As a friend of Raf’s and his family, and as a Recreational Bridge Builder for Under One Roof, I am grateful to be part of the community advocating for and enjoying Raf’s successes.

Submitted by Donna Brand, Under One Roof Recreation Bridge Builder, The 

River Center.
