New Mexico Family Story


Ms. Green, a 21-year-old high school student with developmental disabilities, was facing the risk of dropping out of high school and becoming homeless due to multiple challenges in her family home. Ms. Green’s family lived at Cochiti Pueblo when her mother left the family and put the children in the care of their father who was deeply depressed and abusing alcohol. Due to these circumstances, Ms. Green was temporarily living with one of her teachers at school. The teacher referred Ms. Green to the Family Support Center with Project Pueblo Connections.
A Peer navigator from the Family Support Center met several times with Ms. Green and her teacher to develop a support plan and provide information and referrals to community and state resources. The immediate concern for Ms. Green was to find a stable place to live and obtain financial assistance. It was very important to Ms. Green that she graduate from high school with her peers and not be separated from her three younger brothers and sisters who were living with friends and family. Child Protective Services was later contacted, and the younger children were placed in foster care with a known family member who stayed in touch with their big sister. The Peer navigator assisted Ms. Green in completing an application for Section 8 housing support and Vocational Rehabilitation Services as well as temporary cash assistance, food stamps and Medicaid. The Peer navigator also assisted Ms. Green in applying for SSI, and the state’s developmental Disabilities Medicaid Waiver program. The Peer navigator was also able to identify funds to assist Ms. Green in purchasing her graduation cap and gown and school year book. 
Within the year, with the help of the Family Support Center and Peer navigator, Ms. Green was able to successfully graduate from High School and move into her own apartment. She has a new job at a McDonald’s restaurant and visits her brothers and sisters often.
