Oregon

Edgar is a 16-year-old boy with an amazing smile and cerebral palsy. When his mother, Beth, identified his need for oral care due to pain and bleeding in the mouth, she reached out to Juntos Podemos. Edgar does not have health insurance and locating affordable dental care is a difficult challenge. Prior to contacting the center, Beth exhausted herself searching for resources in every clinic she could access. Although she holds two full-time jobs, her earnings were not enough to pay for the high cost of the necessary dental work. 

The navigator was able to connect Beth and Edgar with the Donated Dental Services (DDS) program, which finds free dental care for older adults and people with disabilities. Edgar qualified for the program and DDS located a local dentist within weeks. 

After a few visits, Edgar had his cavities filled, molars sealed, gums cleaned, and two teeth pulled. Although breathing was a challenge during the procedures, Edgar ended every treatment with a giant grin. All of the dental care was donated by the Salem dentist’s office.

The dentist will generously continue monitoring Edgar’s dental health by offering him free check-ups every 6 months.
