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Area Center Provides Services to Latino Families
Salem, OR, March 25, 2005.  Salem’s Hispanic families in need of services for children with developmental disabilities will have a new one-stop center in the spring.  Funded by a grant from the U.S. Administration on Developmental Disabilities, the Human Service Research Institute in Portland will officially open the center, called Juntos Podemos (Together We Can), on April 1 at 2475 Lancaster Drive NE.
“We're testing the model within the Latino community because it has been excluded from so many things for so many years,” said Dr. John Agosta, the project’s co-director.
Marion County was chosen as the site for the pilot project because of the growing number of Hispanic families and the fragmented nature of service delivery.  Marion County has a Hispanic population of about 17 percent.

The three-pronged approach includes offering government services, such as food stamps and Medicaid; private-sector services, such as child care; and family-to-family bartering support.  A unique component to the project is a microloan program allowing families to borrow money and repay it in dollars or in time donated to other families.

Juntos Podemos will be one of 21 sites funded nationally to develop a one-stop center for families.  According to the Administration on Developmental Disabilities, through Family Support 360 projects the whole family is helped. These families often need assistance securing services. They often need help when service is not available or not coordinated with other services. They need help when a service stops or is not delivering what the family needs.
“We consider those involved with Family Support 360 one-stop design and operation as ‘pioneers’ in delivery of human services. What they learn and do will help families stay in tact and thrive, but also serve as a model for others,” said Patricia Morrissey, Commissioner of the Administration on Developmental Disabilities.  
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