Wisconsin Family Story
At a recent Parents in Partnership (PIP) meeting, a parent advocacy training series, Mrs. Gomez met Mrs. Rodriguez. Both mothers were working independently with their families and One-Stop Family Support project navigators, but both mothers felt isolated. Mrs. Gomez and her 12-year-old son, Jose, have lived in their neighborhood less than 1 year and have no personal transportation. Jose has been diagnosed with Down syndrome. Mrs. Rodriguez takes care of her 15-year-old son, Nicky, who has been diagnosed with pervasive developmental disorder-not otherwise specified, or PDD-NOS. Mrs. Rodriguez also cares for her husband, who has a mental health diagnosis. Both families speak Spanish as their first language, which creates additional barriers to services and socializing.

Since meeting through the training series, both mothers have felt less isolated. Mrs. Gomez and Mrs. Rodriguez began to meet for coffee and outings to the mall. Initially, the purpose of these meetings was to provide a social outlet, but as the relationship grew they began giving each other advice about navigating various formal support systems and sharing transportation for the children. Furthermore, when they had discovered that Jose and Nicky attended the same school, the moms created an informal group of Spanish-speaking parents that have children with special needs. This group offers emotional support and group problem-solving around school concerns.

These two families also connected with other families at PIP to throw a party for El Dia de los Niños, a popular celebration for the local Spanish-speaking community. The families had previously avoided the official festivities because the large and noisy crowds were challenging for the children. But Mrs. Rodriguez and Mrs. Gomez solved this and organized an El Dia de los Niños celebration in a private and quiet setting for the children with disabilities.

