FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Disability Awareness Novela to Air on La Movida

(August 3, 2009, Madison, WI) Spanish-speaking families in Dane County don't always have access to accurate information and available resources when their child has a disability. But a local family support agency is using a unique outreach strategy - a 13-episode Spanish-language novela, or soap opera, developed around one family's story.

La Movida will air the series, featuring local actors, entitled, A New Beginning for Ana and her Family (Un Nuevo Amanecer para Ana y su Familia). The series tells the story of a family raising their daughter who has cerebral palsy in a sometimes unfriendly world. The novela is a serialized storytelling style with a portion of the story being told each week. It is a familiar form of entertainment in Latino culture and is an effective way to raise public awareness.

 The story unfolds from Ana's diagnosis as an infant to her first job as a young adult. "We wanted to tell a story about children and young adults with disabilities and their families that portray the journey for a family, the importance of community acceptance and the capabilities and contributions possible for people with disabilities" says Elizabeth Hecht, coordinator of the Family Support 360 project. Family Support 360, located at the South Madison Health and Family Center- Harambee, provides information, assistance and support to diverse families whose children have a developmental disability.

 The idea grew out of a meeting of the Family Support 360 advisory committee, which includes Spanish-speaking parents who talked about wanting their community to be more accepting and welcoming of their children with disabilities. They expressed discomfort at community events and wanted to raise awareness about their experiences and the contributions people with disabilities make to their community.

"I want to feel like we can go to community celebrations and have our children accepted even when they act differently" says Rosario Wilson, who plays Marta in the story.

"This is a wonderful contribution to our community," says Romilia Schlueter who works for the Family Resource Center-CSSW. "There is a great need for this information because families find themselves raising children with disabilities, resources are limited and families don't know where to turn. When people become familiar with their struggle they are more likely to be understanding and helpful".

The novela will be aired on Wednesdays beginning Aug 5 at 10 a.m. on AM 1480, WLMV.

The novela was created for radio by the Family Support 360 project in collaboration with the Waisman Center, the Children's Service Society of Wisconsin, La Movida, and the UW Latino Student Psychological Association. Family Support 360 is currently seeking funding to continue support to families after federal funding ends in September.

